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Dear Friends, 
 
By the time you read this wee note, there will have been much activity in our main Sanctuary. This year we 
celebrate the 200th Anniversary of the founding of this Church (July 14th to be precise) and we are preparing 
for change! The decor and the heating will have changed, and we will have worshipped in our Church Hall. 
 
My belief is that these improvements will enhance our Worship and bring Glory to God. I want to thank all 
who have been involved - not least Alistair and Sheila Brown and the whole 2020 Team. 
 
Here are my prayerful thoughts for you all as we enter the NEW year 2020, and I begin with a Bible Verse: 
“And through your faith, God is protecting you by his power until you receive this salvation” (1 Peter 1:5 
NLT). 
  
God is watching over you every moment of the day, just like a bodyguard would. Everything in life is Father-
filtered — even the hard things caused by your sin or others’ sin — God can still use for his good. 
 
That means God’s power protects you: “And through your faith, God is protecting you by his power until you 
receive this salvation” (1 Peter 1:5 NLT). 
 
When you find yourself in a situation where you feel hopeless, helpless, or powerless — that’s all a lie. You’re 
not hopeless, helpless, or powerless when you have God in your life. 
Have you ever seen signs in front a house that says, “Protected by a security system”?  
Maybe we need a little sign to remind us, “Protected by God.” 
 
The word “protect” in 1 Peter 1:5 means garrison. It is a military term that refers to sending soldiers to a town 
in order to protect it. They garrison the town, staying there to guard it. In the same way, you are continuously 
guarded by God. 
All you have to do is, in faith, trust God is there with his protection. 
 
God keep you in His arms, 
Yours  
 
Paul (Minister and Friend) 
 

A HUGE THANK YOU 

As a congregation we at Lochmaben Parish Church owe many people a lot of gratitude for the work 

done while our minister Paul has been out of action. 

Welcome back Paul to the body of the Kirk; we missed you.  We are happy that your operation has 

been a success and you will soon be hopping around again. 

During Paul’s absence from the pulpit, we have had a variety of excellent volunteers leading the 

services, with many readers and leading prayers.  Much as we love you Paul, it is refreshing to hear 

and see different angles and thoughts. We have had some thoughtful and wonderful reflections. 

To the dedicated team of elders, and unknown to some, the folk in the background who, from day 

to day, carry out the hidden organisation and tasks involved in keeping our premises clean, warm  

and safe in a quiet way; there is much goes on behind the scenes in any organisation and to these 

few we owe a lot of gratitude.  

So to all involved in keeping us on the Lord’s path, keeping our buildings safe, and looking after our 

wellbeing – a very big thank you.  

  



FINANCE REPORT 
 
The Church financial year has just ended and so the work begins on the 2019 Accounts.  Early 
indication shows that income exceeded expenditure, albeit by a relatively narrow margin.  The year 
has been stable, with little movement between accounts.  Fortunately, the unit price for investments 
held in Edinburgh steadily increased throughout 2019 and this is hugely beneficial for Church funds. 
 
The year 2020 is going to be altogether different.  Major redecoration to celebrate the Church's 200th 
anniversary, new radiators and structural repairs will make a major dent in Church savings.  However, 
times come along when major expenditure is necessary and 2020 is such a time.  After all, as present 
caretakers of our Church, we must ensure that it is kept in good repair to serve our current 
congregation and congregations of the future. 
 
As always, I am grateful for the support I receive as Treasurer from Sandy Grant, who does sterling 
work in bringing in as much Gift Aid as possible; and Alistair Brown who looks after the maintenance 
for all our Church buildings and the Church Hall usage so diligently.  We certainly endeavour to look 
after the Church finances to the very best of our ability and thank you all for the support that you give.     
Nancy Hannah.  Treasurer. 

 
The limit of giving is to be the limit of our ability to give. (C.S Lewis.) 
 

  
 
 
 

WHITE CHURCH COLLECTION BOXES AND STAMP JAR 
 
There are two simple ways you can make a make a difference.   
 
Firstly, if you have not already done so, why not collect a white collection box from Church  to save 
coins towards Church funds?  It is a true saying that if you look after the pennies the pounds will look 
after themselves!   
 
Secondly, how simple is it to tear off any stamps you receive on your incoming mail and put them is 
the Stamp Jar in Church?  These go a long way in helping the World Mission Council in supporting its 
annual chosen charity.   
 
Please give some thought to both these requests.     Nancy Hannah   Treasurer 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Money. 
 

One day a small boy started pulling handfuls of money out of his pockets-several notes 

as well as many coins. Bewildered, his mother asked, “Where on earth did you get all 

that money?” 

“At church of course,” the boy replied, surprised, “They have bowls of it there.” 

 



LOCHMABEN CHURCH  JANUARY 2020 

 

At the time of going to press, work is beginning on the complete redecoration 

of the sanctuary. 

It has been a long time since any painting was carried out in the church and it is 

certainly showing signs of neglect.  It is a very big job and I have been told it 

may take up to 8 weeks.  Added to this is the other main job of renewing the 

radiators and associated cast iron pipework which will have to be done after 

the main painting work is complete. This will take an extra 3 weeks. Realistically 

we are looking at worshipping in the hall until mid April at the earliest.  The 

chosen colour scheme is a complete contrast to what we have at present and we 

have been advised by Lynn Longmore in our choice of neutral colours. The blues 

will be gone! 

My special thanks to the members who helped decide the colour scheme which 

took a lot of discussion!  Also thanks to those helpers who cleared the church 

on Thursday 9th in preparation for the decorators. A lot of hard work done 

with good humour. 

 

On 8th May all churches are asked to peel the bells in commemoration of the 

75th anniversary of the ending of the Second World War, I’m sure you will all 

agree that this is a worthy and special occasion which should be marked. 

 

Alistair Brown 

Property Convener 
 
 



Crossword Clues and Answers  

Across 

8 Interrogated (Acts 12:19) (5-8) 

9 ‘Burn it in a wood fire on the — heap’ (Leviticus 4:12) (3) 

10 Tobit, Judith, Baruch and the books of Esdras and the Maccabees are part of it (9) 

11 Science fiction (abbrev.) (3-2) 

13 Clay pit (anag.) (7) 

16 Went to (John 4:46) (7) 

19 ‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to — your bodies as living sacrifices’ (Romans 12:1) (5) 

22 David’s plea to God concerning those referred to in 14 Down: ‘On — — let them escape’ (Psalm 56:7) (2,7) 

24 Royal Automobile Club (1,1,1)  

25 How the book of Ezekiel refers to God more than 200 times (Ezekiel 2:4) (9,4) 

Down 

1 Seas (Proverbs  8:24 ) (6) 

2 One of the sons of Eli the priest, killed in battle by the Philistines (1 Samuel 4:11) (6) 

3 Specialist in the study of the Muslim religion (8) 

4 ‘Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but — him as if he were your father’ (1 Timothy 5:1) (6) 

5 One of Esau’s grandsons (Genesis 36:11) (4) 

6 Taking a chance (colloq.) (2,4) 

7 God’s instructions to the Israelites concerning grain offerings: ‘ — salt to — your offerings’ (Leviticus 2:13) (3,3) 

12 Confederation of British Industry (1,1,1) 

14 ‘All day long they twist my words; they are always — to harm me’ (Psalm 56:5) (8) 

15 The crowd’s reaction to Jesus bringing back to life a widow’s son in Nain (Luke 7:16) (3) 

16 Disappear (Psalm 104:35) (6) 

17 How Jeremiah was likely to die if he wasn’t rescued from the cistern where he was imprisoned (Jeremiah 38:9) (6) 

18 What the prophets do to a wall, with whitewash (Ezekiel 13:10, RSV) (4,2) 

20 Made by a plough (Job 39:10) (6) 

21 Noah was relieved when the flood waters continued to — (Genesis 8:5) (6) 

23 Jesus gave the Twelve the power and authority to do this to diseases (Luke 9:1) (4) 



 

 

 

thrive, they will turn to other gods and worship them, rejecting me and breaking 
my covenant. And when many disasters and calamities come on them, this song will 
testify against them, because it will not be forgotten by their descendants. I know 
what they are disposed to do,even before I bring them into the land I promised 
them on oath. 

In Deuteronomy 32: 46-47, Moses adds: 

“Take to heart all the words I have solemnly declared to you this day, so that you may command your 
children to obey carefully all the words of this law. They are not just idle words for you—they are your 
life. By them you will live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess.” 

It is significant that there are songs book-ending the whole desert experience. This highlights the 

importance of worshipping God. 

When we are in the desert, we also need to sing of God’s deeds. We need to give thanksgiving and praise. 

These are not just idle words – they are our life. Speaking or singing these words out loud has a powerful 

effect on us and our situation. 

Darlene Zschech says in her book Worship Changes Everything: 

“David tells us that God’s Word is a lamp for our feet and a light for our path. Nowhere and at no time is 
that more important than the rocky, rugged, tangled terrain of the wilderness. We need illumination to 
keep us from tumbling down a ravine; we need a bright light to ward off wild animals that would attack us 
in the dark; we need a map to keep us from wandering in circles like the Israelites after leaving Egypt for 
the Promised Land. By speaking God’s words in the wilderness we find deliverance.”  

She adds: 

“In the wilderness, it is a discipline to keep from continuously talking about the problem. But if we do, we 
keep wandering in circles long after we should have stepped into victory. Even if the feelings aren’t there, 
we can still acknowledge God’s presence with praise and thanksgiving. By God’s grace, we are still to 
worship!” 

Worshipping in the wilderness might be the last thing we feel like doing. However, when we worship, we 

are speaking out words in faith. These are called speech acts. These are words or utterances which have an 

action or consequence. They go beyond simply communicating an exchange of information. When we 

speak these words, we are actually doing something with them. This changes a situation. I’ve written more 

about this here. 

Habakkuk 3:17-18 says: 

“Though the fig-tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the 
fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in 
the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Saviour.”  

Worshipping God is related to thanksgiving and aligning our thoughts and words with his.  Romans 10:17 

tell us that “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.” When we speak out words of faith 

and simultaneously hear ourselves speaking out these words, they reinforce our trust both in God and in his 

goodness. 

Continued from Part 2 in Autumn Magazine 



 

 

3. Keep your eyes fixed on God 

Image credit: Free Bible Images, courtesy of www.LumoProject.com. 

  

When the Israelites wandered through the wilderness, Exodus 13:21-22 tells us that: 

 “By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar 
of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor 
the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people.” 

Exodus 14:19-20 also says: 

” Then the angel of God, who had been travelling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went behind 
them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, coming between the armies of 
Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the other 
side; so neither went near the other all night long.” 

The pillar of cloud by day and fire by night acted as a testimony to other nations – specifically Egypt 

here.  It was a demonstration that God was protecting his people and was continually involved in their 

deliverance. 

The pillar of cloud and fire was identified as the angel of the Lord. This can sometimes refer to God’s holy 

angels who act as his servants to carry out his will on earth. However, in the Old Testament this often 

referred to God himself. For example, if you compare this with Exodus 3:2-6, it tells us that the angel of the 

Lord appeared to Moses as the burning bush. Then in verse 6, God calls out to Moses from the midst of the 

bush: 

“I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” 

When the phrase “the angel of the Lord” is used in association with the pillar of cloud and fire, this refers to 

the pre-incarnate Christ appearing alongside the Israelites. He is Immanuel – God with us. 

Corrie Ten Boom said: 

“If you look at the world, you’ll be distressed. If you look within you’ll be depressed. If you look at God, 
you’ll be at rest.”  

When we take our eyes off God – our pillar of cloud by day and fire by night – we end up being unable to 

see where we are going. We wander about in the darkness and get lost. We forget that God is nearby and 

ahead of us, leading us through the desert. This is what the Israelites did at numerous points throughout 

their journey. 

Keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus helps us to trust in him through difficult times. 

To Be continued in the next magazine 



Having a Bad Day? 

 

You can tell if people are having a bad day by looking at their faces. Or you 

could just read the messages on their T-shirts. 

 

Next time you are waiting at the Airport, make a list of slogans on their 

clothing  

One person had these words blazed across his chest”. I’m So Grumpy I’m Not 

Even Talking to Myself”. 

A college fellow had these words on his back “Born to Philosophize Forced to 

Work.” 

One man ran to his plane advertising “I’m not Grumpy, the people around me are 

too happy.” 

A young lady passed by with this message “I’m not weird, I’m a Limited Edition!” 

 

Another said, “A Bad Day only lasts 24 hours!.” 

 

                                                        
 
 
Anxious and lonely?  Come to church! 
 
Young people who go to church are less likely to struggle with anxiety than 
those who do not go to church (22% compared to 33%.) Fewer church goers 
are also lonely and isolated (16% compared to 31 %) 
 
In a survey, almost one third of all young people reported feeling sad or 
depressed; this was compared with 18 per cent among young practising 
Christians. 
 
The survey is published in The Connected Generation, commissioned by the 
Barna Group in partnership with World Vision.  The full report can be seen at 
theconnectedgeneration.com. 
 



Harvest Afternoon Tea. 

 

The pastoral “Free Harvest Afternoon Tea” took place on the 7th October 2019 

in Lochmaben Parish Church. This was a great success with over 30 people 

attending. 

There was music quietly playing in the background allowing everyone to converse, 

and a good time was had by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank everyone who supplied the food free of charge, not 

forgetting Hazel and Tina who gave their time and skills to deliver such a 

wonderful appetising and artistic display of food. 

“Free” afternoon teas were started in 2017 to support those in the community 

who had recently suffered bereavement or illness and for those who due to 

circumstances feeling isolated and lonely. 

Transport was arranged for those in need. 

 

Sunday Morning Chatterbox. 

As we begin 2020 we can look forward to further changes and improvements 

to our Church building.  

We are already benefitting from earlier alterations which resulted in the 

Meeting Room at the back of the Sanctuary, with its minor kitchen facilities. 

This transformation of space enabled post service tea and coffee fellowship 

gatherings to be introduced. 

The opportunity to join friends and fellow worshippers over a cup of tea or 

coffee proved very popular from the start, and each Sunday the sound of 

voices raised in chat and laughter is a joy. The generosity of the gathering 

has also resulted in a significant amount of money being given to the church 

funds over the years. 

The teas and coffees are made each Sunday by a small team of 2 or 3 

people. This involves coming to Church by 10.45am to set it up, and to leave 

the service during the last hymn to be ready to serve all who come for their 

refreshments. The washing and tidying up is done at the end. 

Currently “tea duty” arises approximately once a month, but more 

volunteering helpers would lighten the load and help to cover unavoidable 

absences. 

If you would like to find out more about helping, please speak to me, Sheila 

Grant.  



                    NICKY McMICHAN & BRIAN NICHOLSON 
                                             In concert 
                                  Church Hall, Lochmaben 
                              TUESDAY  22 OCTOBER  2019 
                               
          This evening a concert and buffet supper was held to 
                         raise funds for Lochmaben church 

   
    Nicky & Brian entertained a large number of enthusiastic followers 
     of Scottish and Country music plus a mixture of warm humorous  
      tales and anecdotes.   Grateful Thanks for a truly great evening. 
        Over £800.00 was raised of which £100.00 was sent to the  
                          Leprosarium in Ghana.         See below. 
 
 
 



 

Guild Report – January 2020 

 
 

 

The first half of our programme for this session proved interesting and our 

meetings were generally well attended. Members and their guests enjoyed 

a very happy evening in December when we were entertained by Mary Wilson, 

a local lady, who is a talented pianist, singer and raconteur. 

 

Thanks to our soup and sandwich lunch, in November, and the generosity of 

those who attended, we have been able to donate £434 to the Guild projects. 

Our mission box money of £148 will be sent to the “Free to Live Trust” project 

in India. 

 We have already donated half of our soup 

and sandwich lunch money to this charity. 

Members were sorry to hear of the plight of 

abandoned street children but heartened by 

the Trust’s efforts to feed and educate 

them. 

 

The Guild ethic is to serve others through 

worship, prayer and action.  

Our Guild will be celebrating 125 years of 

following this concept during the rest of this 

session. 

 

Meetings are open to all, for more 

information phone Myra on 811981. 

 

Myra Turnbull, Convenor 

 

 

 

 

Crossword  Answers  
 
ACROSS: 
8, Cross-examined. 9, Ash. 10, Apocrypha. 11, Sci-fi. 13, Typical. 16, Visited. 19, Offer. 22, 
No account. 24, RAC. 25, Sovereign Lord.  
 
DOWN: 
1, Oceans. 2, Hophni. 3, Islamist. 4, Exhort. 5, Omar. 6, On spec. 7, Add all. 12, CBI. 14, 
Plotting. 15, Awe. 16, Vanish. 17, Starve. 18, Daub it. 20, Furrow. 21, Recede. 23, Cure. 
 

 
 

 



Church Service in October  

Lochmaben Church Choir 30 year Anniversary. 

It is appropriate that our service today is on the theme of singing and music 

with thanks to Vicki. You may not believe this to look at them, but our choir is 

30 years old today. 

Our first meeting was on 20th October 1989. It was intended to find out 

whether there would be enough support to make it worthwhile starting up a 

choir. 

About 14 potential singers turned up, and we are still going 30 years later. 3 of 

the singers sitting in the choir today were at the original meeting: Sheila 

Grant, Jimmy Twidale  and Jimmy More. 

Ann and John Wilson could not make it to the first evening but joined for the 

second practice. They are all still coming regularly to lead the singing on 

Sundays and on Friday evenings to prepare our introits and anthems which we 

hope enhance our services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The choir seems to me a family group within the wider church family, bound 

together by an interest in singing. Singers have come and gone, we remember 

them and are grateful for their valuable contribution to our music making. 

The psalms say “make a joyful noise unto the Lord and sing praises to His 

name”. Well, in Lochmaben church the singing is invariably joyful and noisy, 

thanks to the choir out in front belting out the tempo so enthusiastically. 

I wish to say thank you to everyone in the choir for their singing and their 

commitment over the years.   

( Ian More. (Organist and Choirmaster.) 



The Altos Lament. 

Its tough being an alto 

When you’re singing in the choir. 

The sopranos get the twiddly bits 

That people all admire. 

The basses boom like trombones 

The tenors shout with glee, 

But the alto part is on two notes 

Or, if you’re lucky, three.

 

And when we sing an anthem 

And we lift our voice in praises, 

The men get all the juicy bits 

And telling little phrases. 

Of course, the trebles sing the tune, 

They always come off best, 

While the altos only get three notes 

And twenty-two bar rest. 

 

We practice very hard each week 

With hymn book and with Psalter, 

But when the conductor looks at us 

Our voices start to falter. 

Too high, too low, too fast, too slow, 

You held that note too long, 

It doesn’t matter what we do 

It’s certain to be wrong. 

 

O, shed a tear for altos, 

They’re the Marthas, and they know 

In the ranks of choral singers 

They’re considered very low. 

They are so very humble 

That a lot of folk forget them. 

They’d love to be sopranos 

But their vocal cords won’t let them. 

          

And when the final trumpet sounds 

And we are wafted higher, 

Sopranos, basses, tenors, 

They’ll be in the heavenly choir. 

While they sing alleluias 

In celestial flats and sharps, 

We altos will be occupied 

In polishing the harps.   ANON. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our church, has established very good relationships with our local school and 

Jaybees Nursery.  

In early November the Nursery visited bringing more than 65 filled shoeboxes 

and a month later they returned to see our unique nativity scene and hear the 

story of the birth of Jesus. 

The primary classes enjoyed hearing about the history of the churches of 

Lochmaben (especially the burning of a church in 1593 with members of the 

Maxwell family hiding inside!). They learned about the font, lectern, pulpit, and 

communion table and were fascinated with the boxed seating upstairs. They 

looked for Christian symbols and guessed correctly that the 12 pillars were 

reminiscent of the twelve disciples.  

Once again “Carols Round the Tree” on Christmas Eve, attracted a full house. A 

number of children who are regulars at our holiday club attended with their 

parents for the first time. Ann and I are grateful to Maureen for playing the 

piano and to Freda and her helpers for providing refreshments. This is a lovely 

community event and if you haven’t been before please come early next year to 

be sure of a seat! 

The Holiday Club welcomed 2020 with a party. 25 active children (4 less than we 

were expecting) aged between 4 and 10 had a busy morning of games and 

activities. We look forward to seeing them return in the Easter holidays.   

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

KidsZone 

Joy & Marilyn were reading a poem about 

Christmas in 2 lands (Australia & UK) 



USEFUL CONTACTS

Minister Rev.Paul Read pread@churchofscotland.og.uk

Session Clerk Nick Patterson nickpatterson1974@icloud.com

Treasurer Nancy Hannah Hannah-N@sky.com

Gift Aid Sandy Grant adsandygrant@outlook.com

Property Convenor Alistair Brown aslb@sheiltair.plus.com

Organist Ian More 07949 721239

Pastoral Care margaretcole30@outlook.com

Kid's Zone Winifred Dickie michael.dickie44@btinternet.com

Guild Convenor Myra Turnbull mbnturnbull@btinternet.com

Life and Work organiser Margaret Mackay m.mckay785@btinternet.com    

Safeguarding Tom Russell tom@therussells.org.uk

Sound etc John Wilson jhnbwilson@yahoo.co.uk

      " Ann Wilson visiwilso@yahooyahoo.co.uk

Laurie and Marian Howell laurencehowell@hotmail.com

Flower Convenor Freda Newman freda3newman@gmail.com

Magazine Editors Jennifer & Patrick Jones sanderling7@btinternet.com

Creche rota: 

Jan 26th  (Communion) Mrs Read and Mrs Russell 

*Feb 2nd  Mrs Dickie and Mrs Wade 

         9th Mrs Paterson and Mrs Dickson 

      *16th Mrs Dickie and Mrs Lauder 

        23rd Mrs S Kingstree and Mrs Bands 

*Mar 1st Mrs Dickie and Ms N Kingstree  

         8th Mrs Warner and Mrs Brown 

       *15th Mrs Dickie and Mrs Dickson  

       22nd Mrs Russell and Mrs Wade 

      *29th Mrs Dickie and Mrs S Kingstree 

April 5th / April 12th   As available 

     * 19th Mrs Dickie and Ms N Kingstree 

       26th (Communion) Mrs Read and Mrs Warner 

 



    MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We believe that our worship should be God-glorifying, relevant and 

Christ-centred, leading people of all ages to be brought to a saving 

faith in Jesus Christ;that unity and prayer are essential to the life 

and witness of our Church; and that all should receive a warm and 

caring welcome to our Church; and help and comfort be given to those 

in need. 
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